
 

 
  
Introduction to the Scripture Readings: 
 
1 Samuel 3:3-10, 19 — God’s call is described in the first 
reading and Gospel today: in this reading, Samuel learns how 
to answer God’s call. 
1 Corinthians 6:13-15 — For the next five Sundays, readings 
are taken from Paul’s first letter to the people of Corinth, 
which includes guidelines for a young Christian community. 
John 1:35-42 — The Gospel describes the first few who 
decided to follow Jesus, as St John records it. 
 
Christmas is over and the Ordinary Sundays for Year B begin. 
The Gospel for this year is Mark, but on this Sunday each year, it 
is from the early chapters of John.  Two things happen in 
today’s text.  First, John the Baptist points out Jesus at the 
‘lamb of God’.  Jews chose lambs from their flock for sacrifice: 
Jesus will be God’s sacrifice.  Second, two disciples (including Andrew) accept Jesus’ invitation to share his life: 
“Come and see”. 
 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Archbishop Philip Tartaglia of Glasgow and Bishop Vincent Logan, 
retired Bishop of the Dunkeld Diocese, who died during the week. We thank God for their many years of service 
as shepherds of God’s people. May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 
At the time of the first lockdown last year, Pope Francis wrote, “Tonight before you fall asleep think about when 
we get back on the road, when we hug again, when shopping all together will feel like a party. Let’s think when 
the cafe’s come back. We think about when it will all be a memory but normality will seem like an unexpected and 
beautiful gift.  We will love everything that has seemed futile to date.  Every second will be precious.  The 
swimming at the sea, the sunsets, the toast, the laughter. We’ll laugh together again. Strength and courage”. 
 
The Irish priest, Fr. Seamus Ahearne wrote, ‘’ Think at this time of the heron. The heron has time to stop and 
stare, and be patient.  It stands in the same spot. Silent. Still. The food will come. The heron can be a metaphor for 
these days”. 
 
There’s a lovely book called, “The Boy, the mole, the fox and the Horse”, written by Charlie Mackesy and it is 
relevant for all ages, from eight to eighty. It is a book with plenty of inspiring pictures and it can be read in half an 
hour. It’s a book to be read and reflected on during a pandemic. It encourages people to live courageously with 
more kindness for self and for others, and to ask for help when needed, which is a brave thing to do. Give it a wee 
read! Fr. Roddy is not on commission! 


