
Mass Times for the Week
Tuesday:       10.00 a.m.
Wednesday:  10.00 a.m.
Thursday:     10.00 a.m. St. Martha
Friday:         10.00 a.m.

Saturday:     6.00 p.m. Vigil
Sunday:       9.00 a.m. and 11.00 a.m.

Introduction to the Scripture Readings:
2 Kings 4:42-44 — Elisha insists that the people be fed, and God multiplies the food so that all can share in it.

Ephesians 4:1-6 — Paul writes from prison, calling Christians to greater unity and charity.

John 6:1-15 — St Mark’s Gospel is read on most Sundays this year. However, between now and the end of August, the

Gospel most weekends will be from Chapter six of St. John’s Gospel, which presents Jesus as the Bread of Life. In

today’s opening section, Jesus feeds the five thousand.

For the next five weeks, we turn to St. John’s Gospel for teaching on the Bread of Life, beginning with the feeding
of the five thousand, the only miracle to appear in all Gospels.  Only in St. John’s Gospel does Philip say two
hundred denarii would only buy enough for a small piece each; only in St. John’s Gospel does Andrew identify
the boy with the loaves and the fish. These features help to stress that although Jesus alone works the miracle, the
ingredients are provided by those present.

During the period of Lockdown, seeds of faith have been growing quietly in the earth. A number of people have
been getting in touch with the desire to join the Catholic Church. Over the past year, three people have been
receiving instruction and are now ready to be received into the Church. A few other people are still receiving
instruction and will be received into the Church at a later date. Please pray for Robyn McIlroy who will receive
the sacrament of the Eucharist and Confirmation during the 11.00a.m. Mass on Sunday, 15th August. Pray too for
Audrey Forrest, who will also receive the sacrament of the Eucharist and Confirmation on 28th August during the
Vigil Mass, and Rhoda McTaggart, who will receive the sacrament of the Eucharist and Confirmation on 5th

September during the 11.00a.m Sunday Mass. May the God of surprises continue to bless them on their journey.

Lockdown has been a trying and challenging time for so many parishioners and people have missed meeting up
with family and friends especially. As a means of getting together again in a social setting, there will be a
Barbecue in the church grounds on Friday, 30th July, between 5.00pm and 7.00pm.  If you would like to bring
along something specific to eat, that will be fine. Otherwise, burgers and sausages on a roll will be provided,
along with a cup of tea/coffee. Please sign your name on the sheet in the church if you would like to come along.
Numbers are restricted to twenty. If you miss out on this Barbecue, don’t worry, others will be held.
Liz Chaplain, a parishioner of Our Holy Redeemer in Stornoway has been appointed as our new Diocesan
Safeguarding Advisor. Liz’s professional background lies in Social Work. She has been a very committed Parish
Safeguarding Coordinator for many years.
On Tuesday 6th July 2021, the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland accepted the revised text of “In God’s Image”
and ratified it as the updated Instruction on Safeguarding in all eight Dioceses in Scotland. It will come into effect
on 8th September 2021. The text will be available on the Bishops Conference of Scotland website from
mid-August. There will be a National Safeguarding Webinar on Saturday 2nd October at 11am. Addressing the
theme of “Growing Our Culture of Care”, it will focus on how “In God’s Image” will support people in their
various Safeguarding roles to develop the culture of Safeguarding. It is open to clergy, religious, PSCs, parish
volunteers – anyone with a safeguarding role.



The 26th Climate Change Conference (COP26) will be held in November 2021 in Glasgow when world leaders
will strive to formulate a sustainable future for us all. St Margaret’s Justice & Peace Group, Lochgilphead are
hosting a Diocesan Zoom event on August 3rd at 7.00 p.m. Further details are on the poster on the Church
noticeboard.  Justice and Peace Scotland has produced ‘A Prayer For Our Earth’ service booklet.
We keep Pope Francis in our prayers as he recovers in hospital from surgery. He is a witness to the good which
people of all ages can offer. The Pope has dedicated Sunday 25th July 2021 as the first World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly. We pray for all the grandparents and the elderly within our parish.
Our parish walking group will meet outside the church at 11.00a.m. on Saturday, 7th August and will walk
towards  the West bay and on to the Bishop’s glen. All welcome.

Prayer for the first World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly:
I thank You, Lord, for the comfort of Your presence: even in times of loneliness, You are my hope and my
confidence, You have been my rock and my fortress since my youth! I thank You for having given me a family
and for having blessed me with a long life. I thank You for moments of joy and difficulty, for the dreams that have
already come true in my life and for those that are still ahead of me. I thank You for this time of renewed
fruitfulness to which You call me. Increase, O Lord, my faith, make me a channel of your peace, teach me to
embrace those who suffer more than me, to never stop dreaming and to tell of your wonders to new generations.
Protect and guide Pope Francis and the Church, that the light of the Gospel might reach the ends of the earth. Send
Your Spirit, O Lord, to renew the world, that the storm of the pandemic might be calmed, the poor consoled and
wars ended. Sustain me in weakness and help me to live life to the full in each moment that You give me, in the
certainty that you are with me every day, even until the end of the age. Amen.


